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all sizes loaded down with the kind islanders, who took this
method of testifying their great interest and respect for those
who had been rescued. When the relief ships were well out
toward Cape Spear, the accompanying fleet passed in succes-
sion around the relief squadron, sounding their whistles, dip-
ping their flap as a salute, and giving it a farewell cheer on its

way home.

It was the intention to reach Portsmouth, N. H., on the 2d of
August, reasonable allowance having been made for the contrary
southwesterly winds, usual in the summer along the North
American coast; but after passing Cape Race the wind shifted
into the east and, blowing fresh for a day or two, set the squadron
a day ahead of the time announced to arrive. Nearing the har-
bor, it was observed that the North Atlantic Squadron, Bear
Admiral S. B. Luce, commanding, reinforced by the Training
Squadron, were at anchor in the lower harbor. On arriving
within the port, it was learned that the Secretary of the Navy
and the Chief Signal Officer of the Army were present to greet
and give official welcome to the survivors. The presence of the
North Atlantic Squadron was to give evidence of the honor felt
throughout the service at the distinguished success of its repre-
sentatives in the relief squadron.

During the brief stay of three or four days the relief ships
attracted much attention from the many visitors from all parts
of the country. The city of Portsmouth honored the occasion
by extending the freedom of the city to the officers and men of
the relief ships, and by giving a grand civic reception to the res-
cued and rescuers, which grew into an enthusiastic ovation as
the procession of bluejackets and marines and citizen soldiery
passed through its streets. At night a formal public reception
was tendered the officers and men of the relief squadron by the
city officials. Senator Eugene Hale, General B. F. Butler, Sec-
retary W. E. Chandler, and other distinguished officials present
made eloquent and touching addresses of welcome and congratu-
lation.

On August 5th the squadron sailed for New York under the
secretary's instructions, and not long after passing Cape Ann
was enveloped in a dense fog which lasted almost without inter-
ruption until Fire Island light was sighted, in consequence ofport by a fleet of steam vessels of
